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Letter from the CEO 
 

 

Dear Respected Donor, 
 

I want to sincerely thank all of you for making 2020 a remarkably successful year during very 

trying times. We could not have achieved our many accomplishments without your support. 

When the COVID 19 outbreak struck the world early in 2020, Life staff and volunteers mobilized 

and quickly worked to provide emergency food and hygiene kits to families who lost their 

livelihoods due to the lockdown as businesses were forced to close. Our staff worked tirelessly 

and faced many challenges to distribute aid to families struggling to survive in several states 

and worldwide. Hundreds of thousands of food baskets were given to families in need, 

hundreds of hospital workers were given hot meals, the elderly were given meals door to door 

through Meals on Wheels and 6000 recovered COVID 19 patients received Life gift bags when 

they left hospitals in Michigan. 

We were able to distribute Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) including hospital grade masks, 

gloves, gowns, oxygen masks and tubing and ventilation devices to many hospitals and clinics in 

several countries. We shipped 22-40-foot containers of medical aid that helped the medical 

communities in 8 countries cope with the pandemic as well as the Ebola crisis in the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo. 

Through the most difficult year in our recent history, we continued to serve humanity by 

providing support for over 6250 orphans in eleven countries giving them an opportunity for a 

better life. We also distributed thousands of Ramadan food baskets and fed hot iftar meal s to 

tens of thousands of individuals. We were able to supply over $9 million in in-kind shipments of 

school and dorm room furniture, food and medical aid. We dug 124 water wells in 12 countries 

and constructed a community center with an artesian well and village latrines in Ghana. 

We thank you so much for making a difference in the lives of many people struggling to survive 

during the pandemic this past year and we look forward to your continued support of Life’s 

programs in 2021. 

 

 
Sincerely yours, 

 
 
 

Dr. Hany Saqr, Ph.D., MD 

Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 



About Life 
 

 
 
 
 

Mission Statement 
 

Life for Relief and Development’s mission is deeply rooted in the belief that saving lives should be 

a priority of all mankind. For this reason, Life is dedicated to alleviating human suffering 

regardless of race, color, religion, or cultural background. In response to poverty, famine, social 

and economic turmoil, natural disasters, war, and other catastrophes, Life works to provide 

assistance to people across the globe by offering humanitarian services such as food, water, and 

temporary shelter as well as healthcare and education. 

 
Organizational Background 

 
Life for Relief and Development is a non-profit humanitarian charity founded in 1992 by concerned 
American professionals in response to the humanitarian crises that developed in Iraq as a result 
of the 1991 Gulf War. Due to the great generosity of donors, Life has been able to distribute over 
$520 million in humanitarian assistance items around the world, and in the process, kindly 
touched millions of lives. 
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Emergency Response 
 

 
 

 

Life provides emergency relief to those in need in response to areas suffering from natural or 

man-made disasters by providing forms of shelter, food, water and urgent medical care. 

 
LIFE provided nearly $408,500 in emergency humanitarian relief to people affected by flooding 

in Afghanistan, Senegal, Yemen, Bangladesh and Sudan, earthquake emergency relief in Puerto 

Rico, hurricane relief in Haiti and the USA, bread for Syrian families and displaced families in 

Lebanon after the Beirut blast. 



Health Programs 
 

 

 

With the COVID-19 spreading around the world in 2020 medical aid was critically needed in 

many countries. Life distributed $8,362,966 of medical supplies and equipment including 

ventilation devices for COVID – 19, hearing aids and emergency health aid to the hearing 

impaired, disabled and to underserved hospitals and clinics in the USA, Afghanistan, 

Bangladesh, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Guatemala, Haiti, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Ghana, 

Lebanon, Pakistan, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Africa, Syria, the West Bank and Gaza 

and Yemen. 



Education Programs 
 

 

 

Life promotes literacy through the distribution of books to colleges, universities, primary and 

secondary schools, donates classroom furniture to Native American schools in the United States 

of America and needy schools throughout the world and gives orphans and poor children 

uniforms, shoes and school bags filled with stationary, pens and other educational items 

through its back-to-school programs, sent dorm room furniture to colleges overseas and 

participated in providing food for students in primary and secondary schools in Africa. 

 
In the education sector Life expended $296,328 in Afghanistan, Haiti, Ghana, Iraq, Lebanon, 

Sierra Leone, Somalia, Syria, the West Bank and Gaza, Yemen and the USA. 



Communit y Development 
 

 

Over the year, LIFE has spent $639,583 in the area of community development. LIFE builds 

community centers around the world, where communities can come together for social events 

and also donates clothing to those that need it, as well as furniture to people coming back into 

the community after incarceration and to those that are affected by natural disasters. 

 
In 2020 Life provided community development by distributing furniture to needy families in the 

USA and by constructing an artesian well and a men’s and women’s latrine in Ghana. 



Orphan Sponsorship/ Family Assistance 
 

 
 

 

Orphans Sponsorship 

Life’s orphan sponsorship program has been implemented to provide food, shelter, education 

and healthcare to orphans all over the world. 

Life provided over $3.4 million in Orphan Sponsorship to over 6,250 orphans in the following 

countries: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Ghana, Haiti, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Senegal, Sierra 

Leone, Syria and the West Bank. 

 
Orphans holiday parties for Eid-Al-Fitr was held in Syria, Sierra Leone and Yemen. Children 

received new clothing and toys for the celebration. 
 

Family Assistance 

Life distributed winter blankets, coats, jackets, mittens and hats to needy families in 

Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and the West Bank and Gaza. 

Seven containers of food aid was shipped and distributed to needy families in Somalia and 

Sudan. 



 

 
 
 
 

Water/Sanitation Programs 
 

Life understands the urgent need for clean water supply for communities to have access to 

clean drinking water as well as clean water to support good hygiene, proper health and for 

livestock populations. Life constructed 124 water wells in Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Ethiopia, 

Ghana, Kenya, Pakistan, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan. 



 

 
 
 

Seasonal Projects 
 

Food basket distributions (Ramadan) 

During Ramadan, Life distributed food baskets to nearly 102,000 poor and needy families. The 

food baskets contained enough food items to feed a family of 5-7 people for the month of 

Ramadan. In addition to food baskets, Life also provided nearly 14,655 Iftar meals to 

communities, while also distributing Eid holiday gifts to poor children and orphans. 

The Ramadan distributions took place in 21 countries. 

 
Fresh meat distributions (Udhiya/Qurbani) 

The Eid-Ul-Adha holiday is anticipated for many Muslim families around the world, as they wait 

for fresh meat. Many needy families cannot afford to buy meat during the year, so this is a time 

that they have to anticipate the donation of meat. 

During Udhiyah/Qurbani, Life distributed fresh meat to 170,000 needy beneficiaries in 25 

countries in 2020. 

 
Thanksgiving distributions 

Life distributed 500 turkeys and 1000 food boxes to families in need in the Detroit area for 

Thanksgiving. 

 
Foster Children in USA Holiday Distribution 

Life distributed winter coats, hats and gloves to over 200 foster children in Michigan. 



Financials 



 







 



 



 

Life For Relief and Development Board of Directors 

Dr. Abdulwahab Mehdi Asamarai - Board Chairman 

Dr. Hany El-Sayed Saqr – CEO 

Michael Salloum - Secretary/Treasurer 

Dr. Siyad Abdullahi – Member 

Dr. Mohamed Yahia Abdul-Rahim – Member 

Dr. Mohamed E.M. El-Sayed - Member 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to our Supporters 

We would like to express our sincerest thanks and gratitude for your support and 

participation in Life’s humanitarian mission. Life also expresses its appreciation  to 

its founders who realized the need for helping the indigent and needy across the 

globe, and thanks the staff and its volunteers along w ith the donors and partners 

who together helped save the lives of many, eased their suffering and helped make 

Life successful in its noble mission. 
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